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. MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) H Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb 15. 2002 „ 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) ED This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qii9>V935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 0 Claimfsl 1-27 and 38-73 . 



is/are pending in the applica 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) . 
5)D Claim(s) 



6) H Claims 1-27 and 38-73 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) 0 Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



_ are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) □ The drawing(s) filed on __ 



is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: aP approved b)Ddisapproved. 



1 1) □ The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) □ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) Qslone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
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18) Q Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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Art Unit: 2643 



DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 
1 . The indicated allowability of claims 1-27 and 38-73 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to U.S. Patent No. 6,226,365, 6,005,926, 6,144,727 and 6,269,157. 



2. Claims 1-27, 38-73 and 75-77 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims i-i 1 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,005,926 (shortly called '926), claims 1-154 of U.S. Patent No. 6,144,727 ('727) or claims 1-40 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,226,365 ('365) in view of Coyle (U.S. Patent No. 6,269,157). 

Regarding claims 1-27, 38-73 and 75-77, sets of claims 1-11 of '926, claims 1-154 of '727 
and claims 1-40 of '365 each teaches a telecommunications sale system and a method for trading 
telecommunication services comprising the basic features of receiving from seller an offer to sell 
telecommunications service; receiving from buyer an offer to purchase a required 
telecommunications service; receiving both said offers from both seller and buyer at a server node; 
matching said sell and purchase orders and brokering a transaction of telecommunications service. 

It should be noticed that each set of claims in all above three patents fails to clearly teach 
class of service (i.e., levels of quality for each service) assigned by sellers and requested by buyer. 



Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 



Double Patenting 
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However, Coyle teaches such feature in col.2, line 64 - col.3, line 4; col.7, lines 33-36; col.27, 
lines 9-20; also see dependent claims 8, 25 and 46 of the Patent. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the use of the telecommunications service request with 
specified class of service from buyer and offered from sellers, as taught by Coyle into view of 
'926, '365 or '727 in order to complete calls to geographic regions with satisfied routing service 
and avoiding telecommunications traffic congestion at the time. 

3. Claims 1-27, 38-73 and 75-77 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 155-252 and 254-256 of 
U.S. Application No. 09/551,190 (shortly called ' 190) or claims 15-29 of U.S. Application No. 
09/692, 769 ('769) in view of Coyle (U.S. Patent No. 6,269,157). 

Regarding claims 1-27, 38-73 and 75-77, each set of claims of '190 or of '769 teaches a 
telecommunications sale system and a method for trading telecommunication services comprising 
the basic features of receiving from seller an offer to sell telecommunications service; receiving 
from buyer an offer to purchase a required telecommunications service; receiving both said offers 
from both seller and buyer at a server node; matching said sell and purchase orders and brokering 
a transaction of telecommunications service. 

It should be noticed that each set of claims in all above Applications fails to clearly teach 
class of service (i.e., levels of quality for each service) assigned by sellers and requested by buyer. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Binh K. Tieu whose telephone number is (703) 305-3963 and E-mail 
address: BINH.TIEU@USPTO.GOV. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Mr. Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (703) 305-4708 and Customer Service 
(703) 306-0377. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist, tel. No. 703-305-4700). 




BINH TIEU 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Art Unit 2643 



Date: March 18, 2002 



